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In Robsham Theater, Calderón spoke about 
his presidency and what citizens can do to 
improve their own countries. A member 
of the Partido Acción Nacional (PAN), 
Calderón assumed o�ce in December 
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three children, and he’s a Mexican citizen,” 
Quinn said. “Since his surname is Quinn, 
like mine, they’re a�ectionately known as 
the Mexiquinns.”

Quinn continued to run through various 
achievements attained under Calderón’s 
presidency. He noted that Calderón is 
credited with boosting Mexico’s economic 
development and expanding welfare poli-
cies, judicial reform, construction of new 
universities, and reform in the country’s 
immigration policies. “[Calderón] priori-
tized access to health services—before his 
presidency, about 40 million people had ac-
cess to public health,” he noted. “Currently, 
more than 100 million people do, nearly 
the entire population. President Calderón, 
if you have time, perhaps you could stop by 
Washington on your way home.”

Calderón spoke about his own childhood 
and how he got involved in politics. When 
he was young, the Partido Revoluciona-
rio Institucional (PRI) was in power—it 
was ousted in 2000, after 71 years as the 

ruling party, when Vicente Fox was elected 
president. Calderón described the political 
situation during his youth as an autocrat-
ic regime—almost all congressmen and 
mayors were part of the PRI, which also 
controlled the media and education.

“In 1968, when college students just like 
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J E N K S  L E A D E R S H I P

P R O G R A M  U P D AT E
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