owens: One of the key metaphors that
people use to talk about Turkey is that
it’s at a crossroads, both geographically
and politically. Do you feel like Turkey
is taking a new, di erent path, and if so,
what that might look like?

white: Frankly, I don’t know. I've talked
about Turkey being at a tipping point, but
it could take a long time to tip, or it could
tip tomorrow. That’s part of the problem:
we don’t actually know what’s going on.
It used to be that social scientists could
predict what was going to happen by
looking at interest groups, social trends,
and that sort of thing. But that doesn’t
work anymore, because since 2011, we
have increasingly had a one-man show

in Turkey. When you have one person
making the decisions that will a ect
which way the country is going to go, the
situation becomes unpredictable. Every
day | read the newspaper and there is a
surprise.

But certainly something is happening,
and there are a number of forces at play.
The AKP [Justice and Development Par-
ty] h-

now has expectations of being upwardly
mobile, of being globalized, and of hav-
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Turks. Kurds, on the other hand, were
considered to be really Turks who had
just forgotten their language. There was
a lot of oppression of these groups. So
when the AKP came in with its Ottoman
framework, it became possible to step
away from this formulation somewhat
because the empire was quite diverse.
They talked specifically about using the
millet system in the Ottoman period as a
way to deal with their own non-Muslim
minorities. This was very problematic
because that was not an equal system,
and they didn’t mean it to be an equal
system either.

That'’s sort of fallen away, though, and
before the big turning point of 2011, the
AKP reached out to non-Muslim minori-
ties in very substantial ways. It gave back
some of the properties that had been
confiscated during the Kemalist period.
It didn’t give back all properties, it didn’t
open the Halki Seminary, for example.
For reasons that | don’t quite understand,
they keep saying the seminary would
have to be part of the national education-

al system and therefore they can’t open it.

So overall, it was two steps forward, one
step back. They would give back some
property and keep some. It wasn’t com-
pletely open-handed and open-hearted.

The other huge thing that happened con-
cerns the Armenians. Fifteen years ago,
you could be arrested for talking about
Armenians. | remember in the 1980s,
some poor tour guide was out in Van

and he mentioned to some tourists he
was guiding that Armenians used to live
here, and he was arrested for that. That’s
all he said! You could never talk about
the Armenians. If you said the word
genocide, you would be hauled o to jail.
Under the AKP, because of this Ottoman
framework, you could begin to talk about
this stu . People are actually having
conferences in Turkey where they use the
word “genocide.” It’s still controversial,
but it can be discussed. Amazingly, that
opening to discussing the Armenian
issue is ongoing.
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Then, parliament pushed through a rule
that says that a civil servant cannot be
arrested for doing something that the
prime minister has told him to do. It was
the most bizarre thing, and in retrospect,
it seems to have been the first salvo of the
split between AKP and Fethullah Gulen’s
Hizmet movement.

That started o  a chain of events that led
to the government declaring outright eco-
nomic and political war on the Hizmet
movement, which ito cially named a
terrorist movement. Then the police tried
to arrest people very close to the ruling
circle for corruption. In response to that,
Erdogan, now taking control himself,
started undermining the balance of
power. He fired and moved thousands of
police and judges and started changing
the institutions themselves, to make the
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