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Data from the Massachusetts Violent Death 
Reporting System revealed that Black emerging 
adults, particularly those in Suffolk County, 
accounted for 48% of homicide deaths in 
comparison to their Hispanic (32.5%), White (18.1%), 
and Asian (1.3%) counterparts between 2010 to 2019 
(Motley et al., 2022). Furthermore, Suffolk County 
received a failing grade by Crime Grade (2022) for 
violent crime per capita in comparison to other 
surrounding counties. 
 
The present report examines decennial trends in 
educational attainment, employment, and personal 
income among Black emerging adults 22 to 29 years 
of age in Suffolk County to gain a better 
understanding of social mobility for this population. 
We focus our analysis on this age group because 
most emerging adults would not have attained a 
bachelors’ degree prior to 21 years of age. 
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2000 and 2010, peaking at 12,381 in 2019, which 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
Higher education has long been identified as a 
significant driver of upward social mobility. The 
unemployment rate for individuals 25 and older who 
have at least a bachelor’s degree has consistently 
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