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Moral Agency and the Promise of Freedom, monograph under contract with Moral Traditions Series, 

Georgetown University Press: in progress. 

 

The Moral Vision of Pope Francis: The Distinctive Contribution of the First Jesuit Pope, coedited with 

Conor Kelly, under contract with Georgetown University Press: in production. 

 

Christianity and the Law of Migration: An Introduction, ed. with Silas W. Allard and Raj Nadella. 

Abingdon: Routledge, 2021. 

 

Building Bridges in Sarajevo: The Plenary Papers from CTEWC 2018, ed. with James F. Keenan and 

Andrea Vicini. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2019. 

  

Public Theology and the Global Common Good: the Contribution of David Hollenbach, ed. with    

Kevin Ahern, Meghan Clark, and Laurie Johnston. Orbis Books, 2016. Catholic Press Association, 1st Place 

Book Award. 

 

Conscience and Catholicism: Rights, Responsibilities and Institutional Responses, ed. with David 

DeCosse. Orbis Books, 2015. Catholic Press Association, 3rd Place Book Award. 

 

Kinship Across Borders: A Christian Ethic of Immigration. Georgetown University Press, Moral 

Traditions Series, 2012. Catholic Press Association, 3rd place Book Award. 
 

Catholics and Politics: The Dynamic Tension between Faith and Power, ed. with Michael Genovese and 

Mark Rozell. Georgetown University Press, 2008. 
 

Prophetic and Public: The Social Witness of U.S. Catholicism. Georgetown University Press, Moral 

Traditions Series, 2006. Best Book Award, College Theology Society. 

 
 
Series Editor, Moral Traditions Series, Georgetown University Press, 2013-2018 

 Linda Hogan, Keeping Faith with Human Rights (2015) 

Jason Reimer Greig, Reconsidering Intellectual Disability (2015) 

David Cloutier, The Vice of Luxury (2015) 

Julie Hanlon Rubio, Hope for Common Ground (2016) 
 Cathleen Kaveny, A Culture of Engagement (2016) 
 Frederick V. Simmons, ed., Love and Christian Ethics (2016) 
 Nicholas Austin, SJ, Aquinas on Virtue (2017) 
 David Hollenbach, SJ, Humanity in Crisis (2019) 
 Charles Curran, Diverse Voices in Modern US Moral Theology (2019) 
 
 

Articles and Book Chapters 
 

“Enfleshing the Work of Social Production: Gender, Race and Agency.” Journal of Moral Theology 12, 

Special Issue 1 (April 2023): 82–107. https://doi.org/10.55476/001c.75195. 
 

“Walls in the Heart: Social Sin in Fratelli Tutti,” invited article for special issue of the Journal of Catholic 
Social Thought 19.1 (Winter 2022) 25-40. DOI: 10.5840/jcathsoc20221913 
 

“A Christian Ethic of Immigration,” in Peter C. Phan, ed., Migration, Mission and Ministry (Urban Loft, 
2021). 

 

https://doi.org/10.55476/001c.75195
https://philpapers.org/go.pl?id=HEYWIT-2&proxyId=&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5840%2Fjcathsoc20221913
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“Migration, Social Responsibility and Moral Imagination: Resources from Christian Ethics,” (230-248) and, 

with Daniel Kanstroom, “Empathy, Legitimacy, Faith and the Dangerously Uncertain Future of Migration” 

(332-348) Christianity and the Law of Migration: An Introduction, ed. with Silas W. Allard and Raj Nadella 

(London: Routledge, 2021). 

 

“Radical Solidarity: Migration in the USA as a Challenge for Theological Ethics” in Charles E. Curran and 

Lisa A. Fullam, eds., U.S. Moral Theology from the Margins: Readings in Moral Theology No. 19 (Paulist 

Press, 2020).  

 

“Becoming Islands of Mercy in a Sea of Indifference: Migration, Social Sin, and Conversion,” in Thomas 

Kelly and Robert Pennington eds., An Ethic for Bridge Building: Pope Francis’ Practical Theological 
Approach (Herder & Herder, 2020) 77-91. 

 

“Migrants Feared and Forsaken: A Catholic Ethic of Social Responsibility,” Interdisciplinary Journal for 

Religion and Transformation in Contemporary Society 6.1 (July 2020) 158-170 DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.30965/23642807-00601010.  

 

“Migration, Social Sin, and Solidarity,” in Peter C. Phan, ed., Christian Theology in the Age of Migration: 
Implications for World Christianity (Lexington Books, 2020) 185-200. 
 
“Unmasking Harmful Rhetoric and Structural Complicity: Toward a Moral Response to Unaccompanied 

Minors in the U.S. Context,” Resilience and Resistance: Immigrant Youth and Families, in Flavio Bravo 

and Erin Brigham, eds., San Francisco: University of San Francisco Press, May 2019. 

  

“Beyond the Northern Paradigm: Catholic Theological Ethics in Global Perspective,” with Linda Hogan, 

Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics, vol. 39, no. 1 (Spring/Summer 2019) 21-38, DOI: 

10.5840/jsce20193251.  

  

“Toward a Moral Response to Unaccompanied Minors in the U.S. Context,” in Hille Haker and Molly 

Greening, eds., Unaccompanied Migrant Children: Social, Legal and Ethical Perspectives (Lanham, 

MD: Lexington, 2019) 161-182. 

  
“Practicing Intellectual Hospitality: The Common Good and the Work of the Jesuit University,” explore 
vol. 20 (Spring 2018) 8-18. 
 

“Political Justice and the Common Good: Overcoming Barriers to Exclusion,” Conference Proceedings, 

Justice in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Challenge of Basic Humanity (Catholic Theological Faculty in 

Sarajevo, 2018). 
  
“Internalized Borders: Immigration Ethics in the Age of Trump,” Theological Studies 79.1 (March 2018) 
146-164. 
  

“A Catholic Ethic for Immigration: Attending to Social Sin and Solidarity,” Health Progress, vol. 98, no. 4 

(July/August 2017) 31-34. 

  

“

https://brill.com/view/journals/jrat/6/1/article-p158_10.xml
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https://doi.org/10.6017/integritas.v7i1p%25p
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Erin M. 

/content/bc-web/centers/church21/publications/c21-resources/issues/C21Resources_C21_Spring_22.html
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/reparative-vision
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2021/04/29/biden-speech-congress-catholic-reaction-240557
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2021/04/29/biden-speech-congress-catholic-reaction-240557
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/responses/walls-on-the-land-and-in-the-heart-fratelli-tutti-and-migration
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pope-universal-basic-wage_n_5e947f23c5b6d97d91f0b127
https://theunionjournal.com/pope-francis-proposes-universal-basic-wage/
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2019/09/20/trump-administration-odds-catholic-leaders-immigration-policies?fbclid=IwAR0EARnYfKuFAxQZfCVIXBzeMgADcM5pW-7hT1bTUZrWiX0ej0F1yxywKSM
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2019/09/20/trump-administration-odds-catholic-leaders-immigration-policies?fbclid=IwAR0EARnYfKuFAxQZfCVIXBzeMgADcM5pW-7hT1bTUZrWiX0ej0F1yxywKSM
https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/new-decision-could-impact-family-based-asylum-claims
https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/new-decision-could-impact-family-based-asylum-claims
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2019/04/16/love-betrayal/
http://catholicwomenpreach.org/preaching/03242019
http://catholicwomenpreach.org/preaching/03242019


/content/dam/files/centers/boisi/pdf/F18/Heyer%20Interview.pdf
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/10/23/migrant-caravan-through-eyes-catholic-social-teaching
/content/bc-web/offices/student-affairs/sites/womens-center/featured-feminists/featured-feminist-archive.html
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2018/03/16/draw-near-brokenhearted/
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/author/kheyer/
https://issuu.com/church21c/docs/final_2016_resources
http://ccstp.org.uk/articles/2016/6/13/resisting-a-politics-of-exclusion-catholic-social-thoughts-counternarrative
/content/dam/files/centers/boisi/pdf/S16/Heyer%20Interview%20v2.pdf
http://cucatholicctr.org/catholic-comments
http://www.politicaltheology.com/blog/the-synod-on-the-family-transnational-families-and-womens-labor-kristin-heyer/
/Users/kristinheyer/Dropbox/,%20http:/newswire.crs.org/qa-immigration-%20reform-from-a-catholic-perspective
http://www.mercurynews.com/2013/01/30/kristin-heyer-and-john-gehring-the-family-values-case-for-immigration-reform/
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/easy-targets
http://www.americamagazine.org/issue/717/article/papal-correspondence
http://www.americamagazine.org/issue/671/article/welcoming-stranger


https://cmsny.org/publications/christianity-and-the-law-of-migration-a-dialogue-in-social-responsibility/
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“The Future of Christian Ethics” for Reimagining the Moral Life: Perspectives on Lisa Sowle Cahill’s 
Contributions to Christian Ethics, September 11, 2021. 

 

“Agency, Autonomy and Migration,” Redeeming Autonomy Seminar: Agency, Vulnerability, and 

Relationality, Australian Catholic University, via Zoom, July 20, 2021. 

 

“Enfleshing the Work of Social Production: Gendered Labor and Moral Agency,” Selected Session, 

Catholic Theological Society of America Annual Meeting, via Zoom, June 11, 2021. 

 

“Kinship with Immigrants: A Christian Ethic for Troubling Times,” St. Catherine of Siena lecture, Aquinas 

Lecture Series, Albertus Magnus College, via Zoom, April 14, 2021. 

 

“Defending the Human Rights of Migrants and Refugees: An Examination of Legal and Christian Ethics,” 

panel presentation with Daniel Kanstroom and Mary Holper, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Au9LP6uSxpU
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“Intellectual Hospitality and Conflictual Solidarity,” Santa Clara University Bannan Institute, Santa Clara, 
CA, September 7, 2017. 
 

“Displacing Static Models: Border Realities and Catholic Theology,” Catholic Theological Society of 

America Annual Meeting, Albuquerque, NM, June 2017. 

 

“Encounters at the Border(s): Risk and Resurrection,” Symposium Honoring the Work of Roberto   

Goizueta, April 29, 2017. 

  

“Civic Kinship: Migration, Political Justice and the Common Good,” Aquinas Lecture, Manhattan   

College, Riverdale, NY, April 6, 2017. 

  

“Civic Kinship: A Christian Ethic for an Era of Migration,” William L. Rossner, S.J. Theology Lecture,     

 Rockhurst University, Kansas City, MO, March 23, 2017. 

 

“Breakfast with an Author” discussion of Conscience and Catholicism: Rights, Responsibilities and   

Institutional Responses, Annual Meeting, Society of Christian Ethics, New Orleans, LA, January 11, 2017.  

 

“Kinship with Migrants in the Year of Mercy,” Deitchman Family Lecture on Religion and Modernity,   

College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA, September 14, 2016. 

 
“Response, Beyond Trento interest group,” Catholic Theological Society of America Annual Meeting, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, June 6, 2016. 
 
“Civic Kinship: A Catholic Ethic of Immigration,” Institute for Catholicism and Citizenship symposium, 

“The Common Good Isn’t Common: Catholic Citizenship in an Individualistic Age,” University of St. 

Thomas, St. Paul, MN, April 9, 2016. 

 

“The Idea of the Common Good: Interdisciplinary Contributions to Catholic Higher Education,” Boston 

College Roundtable, April 1, 2016. 

  

“Catholic Public Witness on Health Care Reform: Toward a More Capacious Model of Conscience,”     

Conscience and Catholic Health Care conference, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics and Catholic Health 

Association, Santa Clara, CA, February 11, 2016. 

 

“Radical Solidarity: Migration in the USA as a Challenge for Theological Ethics,” Louvain Signs of the 

Times Expert Seminar, “Towards a European Theological Ethics of Migration and its Implications 
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“Toward the Common Good: Theologians Respond,” panel presentation for “The Faith That Does Justice: 

Symposium in Response to the Heyns Lecture Delivered by Cardinal Reinhard Marx,” Stanford Catholic 

Community, Palo Alto, CA, February 21, 2015. 
 

“Field Hospital at the Border(s): A Church in Kinship with Migrants,” Catholic Heritage Lecture, Seattle 

University, Seattle, WA, February 16, 2015. 

 

“Kinship Across Borders,” Annual Markoe-DePorres Social Justice Lecture, Creighton University, Omaha, 

NE, November 20, 2014. 
 

“The Politics of Immigration and a Catholic Counternarrative,” Koch Chair in Catholic Thought and 

Culture Lecture Series, College of Saint Benedict, Collegeville, MN September 29, 2014. 
 

“Breakfast with an Author” discussion of Kinship Across Borders: A Christian
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“How Should Theology Go Public? A View of the Debate between David Tracy and George Lindbeck.” 

New England/Maritimes Regional American Academy of Religion Annual Conference, Cambridge, MA, 

April 2001. Winner, “Best Student 
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“The Moral Contours of Catholic Social Witness and Political Advocacy,” Loyola Law School’s First 

Friday series, September 1, 2006. 
 

“Catholic Social Teaching: Reflecting on Faith while Acting for Justice,” Loyola Marymount 

University’s President’s Institute on the Catholicity of the University, May 17, 2005. 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Catholic Theological Ethics in the World Church, Co-Chair, 2014-present 

 Editor, The First monthly newsletter, 2018-present 

Program Chair, 2018 international ethics conference in Sarajevo; member of planning committee, 

2012-present; chair, North American regional committee, 2012-2015; member, development 

committee, 2011-2012 

Catholic Theological Society of America: Presidential Line, 2021-2025; Board of Directors, 2009-2011;  

Presidential commission on clerical sexual abuse, 2018-19 (appointed); Co-convener, “Beyond 

Trento: North American Moral Theology in a Global Church” interest group, 2014-2017; Chair, 

Local Arrangements Committee, Administrative Team, Catholic Social Thought topic sessions, 

2007-2009 (elected); Convener, Moral Theology topic sessions, 2004-2007; member, 2003-present 

Consultant, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Migration and Refugee Services Committee,

 2022-25 

Society of Christian Ethics, Nominating Committee (appointed, 2021) International Scholarly Relations  

Committee (appointed, 2015-2018; chair, 2017); member, 2003-present; Pacific Regional Society  

of Christian Ethics, President, 2010, Program Chair and President-Elect, 2009, on-site coordinator, 

2013, journal referee  

National Seminar on Jesuit Higher Education (Advisory Board to Conversations), 2013-2015 

Porticus foundation, Consultant/Technical Expert, Fostering a Just Faith Sector, 2020 

Advisory Board, Political and Public Theologies: Comparisons, Coalitions, Critiques book series,  

Brill, 2020- 

Boston College Roundtable, 2015-2017 

Theological Studies: Editorial Consultant, 2008-2012; referee, 2007-present 

American Academy of Religion: Steering Committee, “Religion, Public Policy and Political Change” 

consultation 2005-2008, member, 1998-present 

College Theology Society, member, 2001-2008 

Referee, Georgetown University Press, Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics, Theological Studies, 

T&T Clark/Bloomsbury 

Appointed Member, Archdiocesan Theological Commission, Los Angeles, CA 2007-2009 

 

 

SELECTED SERVICE 

 

Boston College 

 

Director of Graduate Studies, Theology Department, 2019-2022 

University Council on Teaching (appointed), 2016-2022 

Advisory Committee, Church in the 21st Century Center (appointed), 2018-2022 

Rise women’s mentoring program, 2022-present 

International Studies Program Academic Board, 2016-2020 

Search Committee, IS Visiting Assistant Professor position, Spring 2018 

Gabelli Presidential Scholars Program: finalists’ interviewer (2016, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021); faculty  
 mentor (2018-20)  
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Affiliated Faculty: Center for Human Rights and International Justice; International Studies; Boisi

 Center Minor on Religion in Public Life 

Global Catholic Working Group, Provost’s Office, 2016-
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2011; February-March, 2010. 
 

“Migrant Women: Journeys of Hope and Vulnerability,” Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church, Sunnyvale, CA, 

November 21, 2010. 

 

“Immigration Reform,” Institute for Leadership in Ministry, Diocese of San Jose, CA, November 3, 2010.  

 

“Stewardship of the Environment,” Institute for Leadership in Ministry, Diocese of San Jose, CA, October 

13, 2010. 
 

“The Social Mission of the Church: Historical and Contemporary Contexts” and “Theological 

Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching,” Roundtable Association’s Annual Social Action Summer 

Institute, Santa Clara CA, August 2-3, 2010. 
 

“Catholic Social Teaching,” Lay-Mission Helpers Association, Los Angeles, CA, April 22, 2009. 
 

“The Social Mission of the Church,” Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Advanced Catechetical Ministries 
Program, day-long training, Los Angeles, CA, April 4, 2009 
 

“Theology in the Public Sector,” St. Bernardine of Siena Parish, Woodland Hills, CA, September 6, 2007. 

“Money, Theology and Ethics,” St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Long Beach, CA, April 15, 2007. 
 

“Understanding Our Catholic Call to Faithful Citizenship,” Deanery VI Peace and Justice Committee, 

Diocese of Orange, CA, October 29, 2006. 
 

“Faith in Action: Catholic Social Teaching and Parish Ministries,” St. Monica’s Parish, Santa Monica, 

CA, September 2004. 
 

“Catholic Social Teaching: Scriptural Foundations and Contemporary Relevance,” Visitation Parish, Los 

Angeles, CA, January 2004. 
 
 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 

Married to Mark W. Potter. Children: Owen Xavier Potter (10/16/05) and Luke Heyer Potter (8/12/08). 

  Contact information:  

    Address: Theology Department, Boston College, 140 Commonwealth Ave, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 

    telephone: (617) 552-2836     email: kristin.heyer@bc.edu   Twitter handle: @KristinHeyer 

 

updated January 2, 2023  

tel:%28617%29%20552-2836
mailto:kristin.heyer@bc.edu

