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THE FACULTY ADVISOR

Each student must have a faculty advisor at all times. The Graduate Admissions Director and the
Graduate Program Director will assign advisors to all incoming students, both M.A. and Ph.D.,
based on students’ declared interests and in consultation with faculty members involved.

During their first year in the program, students are expected to meet with their advisors at least
twice per semester to discuss their courses, research interests and projects, and career plans. At
some point during their first year, students are then expected to select an advisor of their own
choice (in consultation with the Graduate Program Director) -- that can be the same person who
was assigned as their advisor in the beginning or a different one. As their interests change,
students should feel free to change advisors. However, students must notify the Graduate
Program Director so that they can update the records and inform the previous advisor of the
change.

To ensure that all the formal program requirements are being met, in addition to meeting with
their advisors, first and second year Ph.D. students as well as all M.A. students should consult
the Graduate Program Director at least once during each term concerning their progress to date
and their plans for the coming term. Ph.D. students in their third year and beyond do not need to
stay in touch with the Graduate Program Director, but they should consult with their advisors at
least once during each term concerning their progress to date and their plans for the coming term.







MASTERôS THESIS OR MASTERôS PAPER

The Master’s Thesis/Paper is required for all students in the Ph.D. program unless they have
been waived out of this requirement (due to prior graduate work) by the Director of Graduate
Studies. To remain in good standing, Ph.D. students must complete and defend their M.A.
Thesis/Paper by September 30 of the third year.

The Master’s Thesis/Paper is optional for students in the MA program. Students in the MA
program must get the approval of the Graduate Program Director if they wish to pursue this
option. The request to pursue this option should be made at the beginning of the second semester
of study.

Thesis vs. Paper

The difference between a Master’s Thesis and a Master’s Paper is that a Thesis (but not a Paper)
is officially submitted to MGSAS, and must therefore meet special formatting and administrative
requirements. A Master’s Thesis is filed in the library, and thus has a more official status as a
public document, and may be eligible for external thesis awards. Other than these procedural
differences, there is no substantive distinction between the two options. Whether the product is
designated as a Master’s Thesis or Master’s Paper is the student’s choice. Both should aim
toward a standard of sufficiently high quality so as to be accepted for presentation at a
professional conference or meeting.

A Master’s Thesis/Paper may assume any of the following forms:

● An empirical study involving the analysis of quantitative or qualitative data.

● An original analytic contribution to theoretical literature in sociology.

● A policy analysis pertaining a particular social “issue” or “problem.”

Requirements for both the Thesis and the Paper
● Students writing a Master’s Thesis/Paper (which should include all students completing

a Thesis/Paper as part of their Ph.D. training) are required to take SOCY7711 (Empirical
Research Seminar), in the spring of the first year.

● Students writing a Master’s Thesis/Paper are also required to take SOCY7761 (the
Second Year Graduate Writing Seminar) which meets every other week over the fall and
spring of the second year. Because the Second Year Writing Seminar meets every other
week, it is worth only 3 credits. Students formally register for the seminar for one
semester only (typically the Spring of their second year). In the Fall of the second year,
students are encouraged to register for a Research and Readings (R&R) course with
their Thesis/Paper advisor, specifically for the purpose of working on their Thesis/Paper.

● Students are required to work under the supervision of their Thesis/Paper advisor, who
must be a member of the Sociology Department. The Thesis/Paper Advisor also serves
as Committee Chair.
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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

The Doctoral degree is completed by:

● Obtaining a Master’s degree in the department, including the completion of ten courses, the
completion of a Master’s Thesis/Paper, and passing an oral defense (see Master’s degree
requirements above).

● Taking an additional eight courses, or the equivalent credits of independent research, beyond
the Master's degree in Sociology, including a third graduate-level Research Methods course.
The 54 credits (which can include both classroom and readings and research courses) needed
for completion of the Ph.D. degree include eight required courses (see below).

● Meeting a one-year full-time residency requirement. (Full-time residency is a three-course
load for two consecutive semesters, exclusive of the Summer session.)

● Passing a Comprehensive Examination, consisting of two Specialty Area Examinations and
an approved Doctoral Dissertation proposal.

● Completing a doctoral Dissertation and passing an oral defense.
● Some of these requirements may be waived by the Graduate Program Director if the student

completed graduate work at another university (see “Transfer from Other Programs” below).

Course Requirements

Among the 54 credits (classes plus independent research) needed for completion of the Ph.D.
degree, there are eight required courses:

● A two-semester, 6-credit sequence in sociological theory (SOCY7715, SOCY7716).
These should be completed by the end of the fourth semester.

● A three-course, 9-credit sequence in research methods: the Social Inquiry Research
Seminar (SOCY7710), taken during the first semester of study; the Empirical Research
Seminar (SOCY7711), taken during the second semester of study; and the Second Year
Graduate Writing Seminar (SOCY7761), a year-long biweekly course taken in the
second year of study. (Students officially register for SOCY7761 in the Spring of their
second year; in the Fall of their second year, students working on their Theses/Papers
are encouraged to register for a Research and Readings (R&R) course with their Thesis
advisors while simultaneously attending SOCY7761).

● Two 3-credit graduate-level courses in statistics (some options include SOCY7702,
SOCY7703, SOCY7704, SOCY7705, SOCY7706, SOCY7708, SOCY7709). These
should be completed by the end of the fourth semester.

● An additional graduate research methods class (for example, in field research, feminist
methodology, advanced quantitative techniques, workshop in historical sociology).

● It is also recommended that PhD students take at least one, and possibly two, substantive
electives during their first year in the program.

In the third year, it is expected that most Ph.D. students will enroll in multiple independent
Readings and Research (R&R) courses dedicated to working on their Area Examinations.



However, students planning to take a Comprehensive Examination in Quantitative Methods are
expected to take more classes and fewer independent research credits in their third year.

Second-Year Masterôs Thesis



● Ph.D. students with relatively recent M.A. degrees in fields other than sociology,
including interdisciplinary degrees, may receive credit for some prior coursework if they
can demonstrate the sociological character of the courses in question. They may also
have the Master’s Thesis/Paper requirement waived if they can demonstrate the
sociological character of their prior Thesis. However, such students are nevertheless
strongly encouraged to acquire a BC sociology Master’s Degree.

Comprehensive Examinations

The Comprehensive Examination consists of three parts: two examinations in specialty areas of
the student's choice and a doctoral Dissertation proposal. Grades to be assigned for each
component are Pass or Fail. A student must obtain a grade of at least Pass on each component of
the examination.

Students who enter the Ph.D. program without a prior Master’s degree are expected to pass two
specialty Area Examinations by the end of their sixth semester of study (end of the third year);
those who entered



Students are encouraged to take Readings and Research courses with committee members to
prepare for their Area Examinations. In lieu of a final Paper, students may request that the
examination be used to determine the final grade.

Faculty Clusters

Faculty clusters are groups of faculty members with common areas of expertise who agree to
serve on Area Examinations on a regular basis. A current list of sociology faculty clusters is
maintained on the departmental website, here:
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/people/faculty-clusters.
html. The guidelines for faculty clusters are as follows:

To be listed as a faculty cluster, a minimum of three Boston College faculty members must agree
to serve on Area Examination committees in a sociological subfield, including assisting in
preparing reading lists, on a regular basis. A minimum of two of these faculty members must be
members of the Boston College sociology department. If the number of faculty affiliated with a
cluster falls below three (due to retirement, etc.), an additional affiliated faculty member must be
recruited, or the cluster designation will be removed from the departmental website. Clusters
have the option of developing lists of core readings in their particular subfields. These core
reading lists serve as a starting point for Ph.D. students to build their individual Area Exam
reading lists.

Specialty Area Examination Options

A Specialty Area Examination may take one of the following forms:

● An approved reading list and take-home examination in an approved area of
specialization (for one or both Area Examinations).

● A Paper of publishable quality submitted to a refereed scholarly journal. This option can
be used to fulfill only one of the two Area Exams, except with special permission from
the Graduate Program Director.

● A specialty Area Exam in quantitative methods, involving an oral exam based on a
series of brief reports submitted in advance of the oral examination, and designed to
demonstrate competence in a variety of advanced statistical methods. This option can be
used to fulfill only one of the two Area Exams.

Take-Home Examination Option

Take-home specialty Area Exams are three-day, takehome exams. They may be taken in any of
the subfields recognized as sections by the American Sociological Association (ASA), located at
https://www.asanet.org/communities-and-sections/sections/current-sections/ ), in any of the
official faculty clusters (described above, and located at
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/people/faculty-clusters.
html), or in other areas of sufficient breadth, to be cleared by the Graduate Program Director. The
area so defined must have a breadth comparable to those listed, and cannot be a narrowly-defined
specialty within one of those areas (e.g., on “Aging and the Life Course,” but not on
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defense of the Dissertation. Extensions beyond these limits may be made only with departmental
recommendation and the approval of the Dean.

Doctoral Dissertation Proposal

As part of the Comprehensive Examination, students must complete a Dissertation proposal,
present that proposal to their Dissertation committee, and subsequently receive a passing grade
from the committee. When committee members agree that the proposal is ready for approval, an
announcement including the proposal abstract should be sent to the department, and a
presentation date scheduled for two weeks later. Interested community members can then request
the full proposal and/or ask to attend the presentation event; the student can also invite any
guests as desired.

The first part of the defense is a public event including the student, the committee, and any
additional audience members. At this part of the defense:

● The student will make a formal oral presentation, explaining thepr
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● The Committee will consist of at least three faculty members, one of whom will be its
Chair.

● The Chair, and



the research and the importance of the overall contribution of the work as reflected by the
articles as a set.

Other Dissertation Requirements

The Dissertation committee and the student will determine a mutually understood procedure and
timetable for reviewing the Dissertation in progress.

The student and the Dissertation committee will meet periodically to review the Dissertation in
progress. In no instance will the student be permitted to submit a completed version of the Thesis
before the Dissertation committee has had ample time for review of significant segments (as
specified in the timetable).

The student must submit what s/he believes to be a completed version of the Thesis to the
Dissertation committee at least eight weeks prior to the expected date of the oral defense. The
expected date of the defense will be decided upon by the student and the Committee. The
Dissertation committee may request revisions, which could delay the expected date of the oral
defense. Such requests for revisions must be made in writing within four weeks after the date of
receipt of the draft.

When all members of the Committee approve, the date of the oral defense may be established.
Students have the option of appointing, in consultation with the Dissertation Committee Chair,
additional readers who have not served on the student's Dissertation committee. The oral defense
is considered a public meeting to which the Department faculty, students, and any other
interested members of the academic community are invited. Passing will be determined by a
majority vote of the final Oral Committee. In order to pass the oral defense, the student may be
required to make certain revisions before the final version of the Dissertation is filed with the
Graduate Office.

Administrative Deadlines

In addition to the academic requirements above, there are also significant administrative
requirements that must be met in order to complete the dissertation and receive the Ph.D.
Students are responsible for meeting the following administrative deadlines:

● 4 months in advance:

o Student should verify that they are registered and enrolled (generally in either SOCY9999
Doctoral Continuation or SOCY9981 Dissertation Seminar). If they are not registered and
enrolled, the student must contact the Director of Graduate Studies immediately.

o Students should verify that Student Services has their correct graduation date on Agora, by
clicking on “Graduation Information - View/Update.” If the student plans on graduating
sooner than the date given in Agora, the student should email the responsible person at
MGSAS (currently Cara Burke at cara.burke@bc.edu) and request a date change. If the
graduation date is later than the date given on Agora, the student should fill out a Petition for
Extension form
(https://www.bc.edu/content/dam/bc1/schools/mcas/gsas/pdf/Petition%20For%20Extension
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%20of%20Time.pdf), get the appropriate electronic signatures, and e-mail to Cara Burke,
copying the Director of Graduate Studies.

o Students should check the MGSAS website
(https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/graduate/current-graduate-students/dissert
ation-checklist.html) for instructions on completing and submitting the dissertation.

● 2-4 weeks in advance:

o Student should ask Administrative Staff to reserve a room for the defense

● 1 week in advance:

o Student should provide Administrative Staff with the dissertation title, abstract, and
committee member names.

o Administrative Staff should an invitation to the oral defense to the department, providing
information on: dissertation title, abstract, committee members, place, date and time. The
oral defense is considered a public meeting to which the Department faculty, students, and
any other interested members of the academic community are invited.

Final Steps

To help students through this final stage, the responsibilities of the Student, Committee Chair,
and Graduate Program Director are listed below.

● Student:

o After the defense, to fill out the dissertation signature page Final
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A TIMETABLE FOR COMPLETING PH.D. REQUIREMENTS

The following timetable for meeting the Ph.D. requirements is intended to provide students with
“progress benchmarks” for each of their years of study within the Department. If possible,
students are encouraged to complete these requirements earlier than indicated here. This
timetable applies to those without prior M.A coursework (or with two courses or fewer
transferred). Those incoming with 30 credits counted towards their BC Ph.D. should subtract one
year from the timeline and skip the courses waived for them by the Graduate Studies Committee.

FIRST YEAR

● Complete SOCY7710: Social Inquiry
Research Seminar and SOCY7711:
Empirical Research Seminar.

● Complete a minimum of one graduate
theory course (SOCY7715 or
SOCY7716) and preferably at least
one graduate statistics course
(however, if you choose SOCY7702 as
one of your statistics courses, it is
recommended that you take
SOCY7703 in the following
semester).

● Take at least one, or possibly two,
substantive electives.

● Obtain a total of 18 credits.

SECOND YEAR

● Complete required statistics courses
and at least one but preferably two of
required theory courses.

● Take elective courses in the subfields
in which you are planning to take your
Comprehensive Exams; if such
courses are not available that year,
enroll in Readings and Research
(R&R) courses to prepare for exams.

● Complete or plan to complete the
residency requirement.

● Enroll in SOCY7761: Second Year
Writing Seminar (typically offered in
both the Fall and the Spring semester,
with biweekly meetings; students
officially register for it in the Spring),
and at least one additional R&R or
other non-classroom course (most
students take an R&R with their
Thesis advisor in the Fall).

● Complete Second Year Master’s
Thesis/Paper by June 1.

● Obtain a total of 18 credits through a
combination of coursework and
independent research (R&R) courses.







TA ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES

Priority will be given for TAs to be assigned to the following classes/professors in the following
order:

● Classes with a minimum projected enrollment of 60, or Undergraduate Statistics
(SOCY2200) or Graduate Statistics (SOCY7702 and SOCY7703), who will have
priority for one TA.

● Classes with a minimum projected enrollment of 80, who



TEACHING SOCIOLOGY

The
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students to develop skills to grasp the complexity of the
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FUNDING ISSUES FOR PH.D. STUDENTS

Tuition Remission and Stipends

Ordinarily, entering Ph.D. students who come in without prior Sociology Master’s degree receive
five years of university support, provided they remain in good academic standing. The typical
five-year package includes tuition remission and a stipend for the first three academic years. For
those three years, the students are ordinarily asked to serve as a Teaching Assistant for one
course per semester. Teaching Assistant duties should be limited to work related to the course to
which they have been assigned. Fourth- and fifth-year funding is typically linked to serving as a
Teaching Fellow (i.e., teaching his or her own course) for two courses over the course of a year.

Except in cases of students who are fully funded from external sources, Ph.D. students are
expected to complete five years of service to the department in return for their university support.
All Ph.D. students are also encouraged to seek financial support and fellowships from external
funding sources, such as educational foundations and various governmental agencies. In addition
to sometimes providing a larger amount of financial assistance, being awarded fellowships and
research grants may add to the prestige of one's scholarship and help secure employment at the
time of graduation.

Students who enter with advanced standing due to graduate work completed elsewhere will
normally be guaranteed fewer than five years of support. For example, an entering doctoral
student with the equivalent of a Master’s degree in Sociology from Boston College (30 credits)
would usually be offered support for 4 as opposed to 5 years. This would typically include a
stipend for serving as a Teaching Assistant for two years followed by two years of support for
serving as a Teaching Fellow. If qualified and with the permission of the Department Chair, such
students may shift from being TA’s to being TF’s during their second year.

Dissertation Fellowships are awarded on a competitive basis by the graduate School of Arts and
Sciences. Students awarded a Dissertation Fellowship receive the same amount as a TF, and are
not eligible for additional BC funding for serving as a TA, TF, or RA (during the academic year)
while holding this fellowship.

Conference/Travel Expenses

The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences provides partial funding for b
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INCOMPLETE COURSE GRADES

Graduate students who are unable to complete course requirements by the end of the semester
may request a grade of “Incomplete” from the professor. No additional work can be submitted
after the date the university system automatically converts the “Incomplete” grade into an “F,”
which occurs on August 1 (for the spring semester) and March 1 (for the fall semester). After
that, the student may ask the instructor to change the grade (if warranted) based on credit for
work done in the course prior to that time.
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ANNUAL EVALUATION

The academic performance of all graduate students in the sociology department, including GPA,
Incomplete course grades, and overall progress in the program, will be reviewed each year by
May 15. In anticipation of this, each Ph.D. student in their third year and above will be required
to submit an Annual Evaluation Fact Sheet to the department for review. Students in the MA
program are not required to submit an annual evaluation fact sheet.
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GOOD STANDING POLICY FOR PH.D. STUDENTS

Ph.D. students are


