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 PETER SKERRY 

January 5, 2024 
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EMPLOYMENT / PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 

Professor; Department of Political Science, Boston College (2003-present) 

 

Fellow; Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture, University of Virginia (2019-present) 

 

Contributing Editor, American Purpose (2020-present)  

 

Contributing Editor, The American Interest (2018-2020) 

 

Senior Fellow; Kenan Institute for Ethics, Duke University (2008-2019) 

 

Co-convenor (with John Walters, Executive Vice President, Hudson Institute) of the Dialogue on Islam in 

America, a series of half-day seminars bringing together selected Muslim-American activists and leaders 

with prominent non-Muslim academics and public intellectuals (2016-2017) 

 

Nonresident Senior Fellow; Governmental Studies Program, Brookings Institution (1997-2016) 

 

Chair; International Advisory Group, The Legatum Institute; London, UK (2011-2014) 

 

Co-convenor (with Dr. Gary Schmitt, Resident Scholar; American Enterprise Institute) of the Dialogue on 

Islam in America, a series of half-day seminars bringing together selected Muslim-American activists and 

leaders with prominent non-Muslim academics and public intellectuals (September 2010-2014) 

 

Participant and presenter; 
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Pew Charitable Trusts: investigation of Pew’s programmatic opportunities with regard to immigrant 

integration initiatives by faith-based organizations (September 2001-January 2003) 

 

Santa Ana (California) Police Department: research and report on innovative undercover operation 

targeting immigrant gangs (1999-2003) 

 

Voting Rights suit, Ruiz v. City of Santa Maria; expert witness (1993-1995; 1999-2000) 

 

Delphi International Education and Training: seminar presentation on U.S. government and politics to U. 

S. Information Agency-sponsored group of foreign journalists (1993) 

 

Citadel Entertainment: development of film on race relations in 21st-century United States (1989) 

 

Institute for Independent Education, Washington, DC: member advisory panel to U.S. Department of 

Education-sponsored study of black independent schools (1986-87)  

 

Legal Services Corporation: member evaluation team doing site visit of Center on Social Welfare Policy 

and Law (1986) 

 

Institute for Pluralism and Group Identity of the American Jewish Committee: study of white ethnic 

family values as related to attitudes toward abortion (1975-76) 

 

Massachusetts Public Finance Project: study of the historical development of metropolitan government 

and the public services infrastructure in the Boston area (1974) 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES / SERVICE 

 

BOARD MEMBERSHIPS 

 

 

2000)-

2003)

 

   

 

and Law (1986)

 

 



 

 



 

 7 

 

Advisory Board, Islamic Civilization and Societies Program, Boston College (2009-

present) 

 

Sesquicentennial Symposium on Migration, Planning Committee; Boston College (2012-

2013) 

Judge, Better Government Competition; Pioneer Institute (2011) 

 

Host committee; National Immigrant Integration Conference, Boston; September 29-

October 1, 2010 

 

Invited participant, “The University and Catholic Intellectual Traditions,” faculty seminar 

at Boston College (2007-2009) 

 

External evaluator, faculty promotion and tenure review, Koc University; Istanbul, 

Turkey (2007) 

 

Dissertation committee, Department of Political Science, University of Virgina (2004-

2006) 

External evaluator, faculty promotion review; John F. Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University (2004) 

 

Peer review panelist, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars fellowship 

competition (December 2003) 

 

External evaluator, faculty tenure review; Department of Political Science, Rutgers 

University (January 2003) 

 

Immigrant Integration Advisory Committee, Little Hoover Commission, State of 

California (2001-present)  

 

Nominating Committee, Public Policy Section, American Political Science Association 

(2000) 

 

External evaluator, faculty promotion review; Department of Government, Harvard 

University (1998) 
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

BOOKS / BOOK CHAPTERS 

 

“Assimilation and Our Discontents,” in Shikha Dalmia, ed., A Twenty-First Century Immigration Policy 
for the West 
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Research Center; Dubai, UAE, 2011] 

 

“The Muslim-American Muddle,” National Affairs (Fall 2011) 

 

“Learning Curve: American Culture and the Muslim World,” World Affairs (July/August 2011) 

 

“Moving On Up” (review of From Immigrants to Americans by Jacob Vigdor); Claremont Review of 

Books (Fall 2010)  

 

“American Culture and the Muslim World,” Ijtihad (on-line journal, published by the Institute for 

American Values); June 2010. 
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“Political Islam in the United States and Europe,” in Dick Clark, ed., Political Islam: Challenges for U.S. 

Policy (Aspen Institute Congressional Program, 2003) 

 “Comments on Articles 134 and 145,” Population Research and Policy Review (April 2002) 

 

“Beyond Sushiology: Does Diversity Work?” Brookings Review (Winter 2002) 

 

“Counting on the Census?” Society (November/December 2001) 

 

“What’s Wrong With Group Politics?” NEXUS (Spring 2001) 

 

“Mexican Immigration Is Different,” The American Enterprise (December 2000) 

 

“Counting on the Census: The Minority Undercount and the Debate Over Sampling,” Philanthropy 

(October 2000) 

 

“Counting on the Census?” Brookings Policy Brief (No. 56, March 2000) 

 

"Do We Really Want Immigrants to Assimilate?" Society (March/April 2000) 

 

"Sampling Error: The Small Stakes in the Big Census Fight," New Republic (May 31, 1999) 

 

"The Affirmative Action Paradox," Society (September/October 1998); reprinted in Tony Judt and Marco 

Martiniello, eds., The Politics of Affirmative Action and the Development of Multicultural Citizenship: 

Euro-US Perspectives, (New York University, May 1999) 

 

"Sampling Is Not the Answer to Census Flaws," IntellectualCapital.com (February 5, 1998) 

 

"The Assimilation Dilemma," Freedom Review (Fall 1997) 

 

"The Strange Politics of Affirmative Action," Wilson Quarterly (Winter 1997); reprinted in John A. 

Kromkowski, ed., ANNUAL EDITIONS: Race and Ethnic Relations 98/99 (Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, 1998); 

and in Ginny Stowitts, ed., American Government Reader (Kendall/Hunt Publishing, 1998) 

 

"Many American Dilemmas: The Statistical Politics of Counting by Race and Ethnicity," Brookings 
Review (Summer 1996) 

 

"Many Borders to Cross: Is Immigration the Exclusive Responsibility of the Federal Government?" 
Publius (Summer 1995) 

 

"The Black Alienation: African Americans vs. Immigrants," New Republic (January 30, 1995); reprinted 

in The Minneapolis Star-Tribune (January 16, 1995) 

 

"A Minority and Its Leadership," Freedom Review (November-December 1994) 

 

"Commentary" on "Immigration and Political Community in the United States" by Daniel Tichenor, 

Responsive Community (Fall 1994) 
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"Mexican-American Politics," Heath Guest Lectures in American Government, supplement to James Q. 

Wilson, American Government (D.C. Heath and Co., 1994) 

 

"The Ambivalent Minority: Mexican Americans and the Voting Rights Act," Journal of Policy History, 6, 

No. 1 (1994) 

 

"Beware of Moderates Bearing Gifts," National Review (February 21, 1994) 

 

"The New Politics of Assimilation," City Journal (Fall 1993) 

 

"Not Much Cooking: Why the Voting Rights Act Is Not Empowering Mexican Americans," Brookings 

Review (Summer 1993) 

 

"E Pluribus Hispanic?" Wilson Quarterly (Summer 1992); reprinted in F. Chris Garcia, ed., Pursuing 

Power: Latinos and the Political System (University of Notre Dame Press, 1997); and the American 
Studies Newsletter, published by the USIA; and excerpted in the Miami Herald (October 4, 1992) 

 

"The Census Wars," The Public Interest (Winter 1992); reprinted in E. Goldstein, ed., Population, 5, 

Article No. 41, Boca Raton, FL: Social Issues Resources Series, Inc., 1993 

 

"Comment," Barry R. Chiswick, ed., Immigration, Language, and Ethnicity: Canada and the United 

States (American Enterprise Institute Press, 1992) 

 

"Latin Mass: The Plight of Hispanic Immigrants," New Republic (June 10, 1991) 

 

"Individualist America and Today's Immigrants," The Public Interest (Winter 1991); reprinted in Robert 

Emmet Long, ed., Immigration to the United States ( H. W Wilson Co., 1992) 

"Hispanic Dropouts: A Social Problem, A Political Cause?" American Enterprise (July/August 1990); 

reprinted in the San Diego Union (July 22, 1990) 

 

"What Grantmakers Should Know about Hispanics," Philanthropy (September-October 1989) 

 

"Borders and Quotas: Immigration and the Affirmative-Action State," The Public Interest (Summer 1989) 

 

"On Edge: Blacks and Mexicans in Los Angeles," American Spectator (May 1988)  

 

"Vendetta in the Valley," New Republic (September 17/24, 1984) 
 

"Neighborhood COPS: The Resurrection of Saul Alinsky," New Republic (February 6, 1984)   

 

"The Charmed Life of Head Start," The Public Interest, (Fall 1983) 

 

"Race Relations at Harvard," Commentary (January 1981) 

 

"The Black Family Revisited," Human Life Review (Winter 1981) 
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"Christian Schools vs. The IRS," The Public Interest (Fall 1980); reprinted as "Christian Schools, Racial 

Quotas, and the IRS," Ethics and Public Policy Center (1980) 

 

"The Class Conflict over Abortion," The Public Interest (Summer 1978)
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"Hispanic Job Discrimination Exaggerated," Wall Street Journal (April 27, 1990); reprinted in 

Sacramento Bee (May 10, 1990) 

 

"Keeping Immigrants in the Political Sweatshops," Wall Street Journal (November 6, 1989) 

 

"Will Illegals Be Down for the Count?" Los Angeles Times (July 21, 1989) 

 

"Speaking Spanish on the Campaign Trail May Lose Votes," Wall Street Journal (September 13, 1988) 

 

 

BOOK REVIEWS  

 
ACADEMIC: Italian American Review; Urban Studies; American Political Science Review; Journal of 

American Ethnic History; Journal of Politics; American Journal of Sociology; Bulletin of Latin American 

Research; Journal of Interdisciplinary History  
 

NON-ACADEMIC: The Berlin Journal; The Responsive Community; National Journal; Washington Post 
Book World; Wilson Quarterly; Wall Street Journal; New York Times Book Review; The Public Interest; 

Commentary; The Weekly Standard; Washington Times; American Spectator; Foundation News; This 

World; New Republic; Regulation; The Progressive; Working Papers 

 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS, SEMINARS, CONFERENCES, INTERVIEWS (partial listing) 

 

Presenter and host, “I Lift Up My Lamp – Is the Golden Door Still Open?”; sponsored by the West End 

Public Library and The American Purpose; Washington, DC; September 19, 2023.  

 

Presenter, “Contemporary Challenges of US Immigration Policy,” Kenkyu Group Lunch, Sasakawa USA 

Peace Foundation; Washington, DC; June 20, 2023. 

 

Lecture, “U.S. Immigration Policy,” Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury; America’s 

National Churchill Museum, Westminster College; Fulton, Missouri; November 17, 2022. 

 

Public lecture, “How to Resolve America’s Immigration Crisis,” Missouri River Regional Library;  

Jefferson City, Missouri; November 17, 2022. 

 
Invited guest and speaker, Lincoln University; meetings and discussions with students, faculty, and 

administrators at this historically black university in Jefferson City, Missouri; November 18, 2022. 

 

Invited participant, “The Cultural Impact of Immigration,” panel discussion with Prof. Lawrence Mead, 

author of Burdens of Freedom: Cultural Difference and American Power; sponsored by the Center for 

Immigration Studies; Washington, DC; October 6, 2022.  

 

Invited speaker, “The Americanization of Islam: Mosques, Schools, and Politics,” lunch seminar at the 

Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture, University of Virginia; February 3, 2022. 
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Invited participant, “Immigration and Freedom: An Online Roundtable,” with Chandran Kukathas, author 

of Immigration and Freedom, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting; November 5, 

2021. 

 

Invited speaker, “Immigration: Pro and Con,” Alexander Hamilton Forum, Middlebury College; October 

14, 2021. 

 

Invited panel participant, “BLM: The Making of a New Marxist Revolution,” Annual Meeting of the 

Philanthropy Roundtable; The Broadmoor, Colorado Springs; October 13, 2021. 

 

Interviewer (with Suzanne Garment), “We’re Not Going to Fix the Problem of Elitism by Doing Away 

with Standards,” Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, former president of George Washington University; 

American Purpose; September 3, 2021. 

 

Invited speaker, “Why ‘Black Lives Matter’ Matters,” a virtual, off-the-record lecture and discussion of  

the history and contemporary politics of African Americans with the Washington Kenkyu Group, 

including Japanese representatives of the media, think tanks, private sector, and government; sponsored 

by the Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA; August 10, 2021. 

 

Invited speaker, “Why ‘Black Lives Matter’ Matters,” a conversation with Prof. Paul Peterson on The 

Education Exchange; a podcast sponsored by Education Next: A Journal of Opinion and Research, 

published by the Program on Education Policy and Governance; Harvard Kennedy School; April 19, 

2021.  

 

Invited lecturer, “Welcoming the Stranger? Migration in the Time of Covid-19”; Annual Woelfl Public 

Policy Lecture, John Carroll University; October 26, 2020. 

 

Invited participant, “Immigration and Race,” a conversation with Ernesto Cortes Jr and Prof. Glenn Loury 

on The Glenn Show; a podcast aired on February 11, 2020. 

 

Invited panelist, “Immigration—Finding Solutions,” State of the World in 2020: Global Relations and 

U.S. Foreign Policy; sponsored by Florida International University, the McCain Institute at Arizona State 

University, and The American Interest; Miami, FL; January 9-10, 2020.  

 

Invited speaker, Do the Democrats Have a Religion Problem?, a panel discussion sponsored by the Boisi 

Center for Religion and American Public Life; Boston College; October 28, 2019. 

.
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Invited presenter, After the Backlash: Reconsidering the Ethics, Politics, and Law of Borders and 

Migration; Princeton University; May 9-11, 2019. 

 

Invited speaker, “The State of the Universities,” lecture and discussion sponsored by The American 

Interest; Washington, DC; May 5, 2019. 

  

Invited speaker, Where Do We Draw the Line? A Discussion on Immigration, Policy, and the Pursuit of 
Happiness, endowed annual lectureship sponsored by the Abdella Center for Ethics, St. John’s High 

School; Shrewsbury, MA; April 25, 2019. 

 

Invited speaker and panelist, “Does Immigration Help or Hurt the National Labor Market?”; The Global 

Migration Conference; sponsored by the Boston College School of Social Work, Law School, and School 

of Continuing Education; April 11-12, 2019. 

 

Invited lecturer, Identity, Politics, and Identity Politics: Indianapolis Leadership Conference; sponsored 

by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute; Omni Severin Hotel; Indianapolis, IN; April 6-7, 2019. 

 

Invited presenter, But Not Your Own Facts: Daniel Patrick Moynihan and the Role of Evidence in Policy 

Formation, conference sponsored by the Daniel Patrick Moynihan Center for Scholarship and 

Statesmanship, Assumption College; Worcester, MA; April 5, 2019 

 

Video course lecturer, “Comprehensive Immigration Reform,” produced by Prof. Gabrielle Oliveira, 

Assistant Professor Lynch School of Education, Boston College; for an online course, Globalization, 

Mobility, and Education; taped March 22, 2019  

 

Interviewer (with Jeffrey Gedmin), “A Conversation with Antje Hermenau: An Ex-Green Politician 

Discusses the Failure of German Elites and Why Shunning Populists Backfires,” The American Interest; 
March 12, 2019. 

 

Invited participant, “Remembering Nathan Glazer,” a conversation with Prof. Glenn Loury on The Glenn 

Show; a podcast aired on February 28, 2019. 

 

Invited guest, “Remembering Nathan Glazer,” a conversation with Prof. Paul Peterson on The Education 

Exchange; a podcast sponsored by 
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Law; Washington, DC; November 1 – 2, 2018  

 

Invited lecturer, “Immigration and Citizenship in America,” one-day in-service training program for high 

school social studies teachers; Oklahoma City, OK; sponsored by the Bill of Rights Institute (Arlington, 

VA); October 30, 2018 

 

Invited lecturer, “Immigration and Citizenship in America,” one-day in-service training program for high 

school social studies teachers; Pittsburgh, PA; sponsored by the Bill of Rights Institute; (Arlington, VA); 

October 4, 2018 

 

Invited panelist and discussant, “Faith and Border Ethics: Immigration and Human Dignity in Trump’s 

Era,” session sponsored by the Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life, Boston College; 

September 26, 2018 

 

Invited speaker and participant,“The Political and Cultural Dynamics of Immigration in America,” 

Understanding America in the 21st�´ ��
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Invited speaker, “Immigration Policy: Law and Social Change,” course at Harvard Law School (March 

30, 2011) 

 

Invited speaker, “Immigration Reform: Problems, Tensions, and Solutions,” sponsored by Americans for 

Informed Democracy, Boston College (December 6, 2010)  

 

Speaker and discussion leader, “Hispanic Politics in Contemporary America,” sponsored by the 

Metropolitan Leadership Institute; Chicago (November 18, 2010)   

 

Invited participant, “Integrating Workplace Reform in Comprehensive Immigration Reform Legislation,” 

day-long workshop sponsored by the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government, Kennedy 

School of Government; Harvard (November 17, 2010) 

 

Keynote speaker, “How Muslims Are Becoming Americans,” annual meeting of the California 

Sociological Association; Riverside, California (November 12, 2010) 

 

Speaker, “Will Muslims Be Loyal Americans?”, lecture sponsored by the Henry Salvatori Center, 

Claremont McKenna College (November 10, 2010) 

 

Speaker, “How Muslims Are Becoming Americans,” presentation to journalists and staff at the 

headquarters of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty; Prague, Czech Republic (October 12, 2010) 

 

Speaker, “American Culture and the Muslim World,” Heinrich Boell Stiftung; Brussels, Belgium 

(October 7, 2010) 

 

Speaker and roundtable participant, panel on Comprehensive Immigration Reform; 2010 National 

Immigrant Integration Conference; Boston (October 1, 2010)   

 

Invited speaker, “U.S. Immigration Policy: What’s Next?” symposium convened by the Manhattan 

Institute (June 29, 2010) 

 

Invited participant and presenter, Project on American Citizenship Working Group; American Enterprise 

Institute; Washington, DC (April 22-23, 2010) 

 

Invited lecturer, 2010 Cline Symposium, Cline Center for Democracy; University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign (March 30-31, 2010) 

 
Invited presenter, Malta Forum Conference, The Carter Center, Atlanta, Georgia; sponsored by the 

Institute for American Values (March 18-19, 2010)   

 

Invited participant, “Halif氀′㈀
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Participant, “Roundtable on Syria,” convened by the Aspen Institute Berlin (London; July 27-28, 2006) 
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Presenter, “Muslims in Secular Democracies,” conference sponsored by the Heinrich Böll Stiftung and 

the German Federal Commission for Migration, Refugees, and Integration (Berlin; November 4-5, 2004)  

 

Discussant, with Samuel Huntington about his book, Who Are We? Challenges to America’s National 

Identity; The Nixon Center (October 14, 2004) 

 

Participant, “Islam and Modernity,” discussion with Prof. Tariq Ramadan sponsored by the Aspen 

Institute Berlin (Berlin; September 30, 2004)  

 

Participant, “Diversity in America,” one-day round-table on Peter Schuck’s Diversity in America, 

sponsored by the Albany Law School (Albany, NY; May 13, 2004) 

 

Speaker, Metropolitan Leadership Institute dinner, sponsored by the United Neighborhood Organization 

(Chicago; May 7, 2004;  September 24, 2003; April 25, 2002) 

Speaker, “Beyond Radical Islam?” conference sponsored by the Lefrak Forum, Michigan State University 

and the Ethics and Public Policy Center (April 15-18, 2004) 

 

Speaker, “Will Allah Love America? The Challenge of Muslim Immigrants in the United States,” seminar 
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Speaker, “Trans-Atlantic Dialogue on Immigration Management in the U.S. and the E.U.,”sponsored by 

the  Migration Policy Group (Brussels; May 21-23, 2003)  

 

Participant, “Justice and Policing,” inter-disciplinary seminar, Department of Sociology, Harvard 

University (May 14, 2003) 

 

Luncheon seminar speaker, “Muslims in America – Who Are They?,” sponsored by the Aspen Institute-

Berlin (Berlin; June 10, 2002) 

 

Presenter, “Ethnicity as a Phenomenon of Global Simultaneity? A Transatlantic Comparison,” conference 

sponsored by the Center for Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Studies, University of Sarajevo (Sarajevo, 

Bosnia-Herzegovina; June 7-8, 2002) 

 

Speaker, First Annual Bundestag Forum on the United States, sponsored by the German Marshall Fund of 

the United States (Berlin; June 6, 2002) 

 

Expert witness, Briefing on Race Data Collection Bans, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (Washington; 

May 2002) 

 

Speaker, on U.S. immigration policy, tour of German cities, sponsored by the U.S. State Department 

(May 5-15, 2002) 

 

Speaker, “What Can Public Policy Do to Help Faith-Based Institutions Integrate Immigrants?”; Center for 

Religion and Civic Culture, University of Southern California (April 19, 2002)  

 

Speaker, “Do We Really Want Immigrants to Assimilate?”; Center for the Study of Ethnic Conflict and 

Conflict Resolution, Jackson School of International Affairs; University of Washington (April 18, 2002) 

 

Chair and discussant, Conference on the Reagan Presidency; University of California, Santa Barbara 

(March 28-30, 2002) 

 

Speaker, "Does a Bad Fence Make for Good Neighbors? Border Control and the Dilemmas of U.S. 

Immigration Policy"; Colorado College (March 4, 2002) 

 

Speaker, “Never Precise, Always Politics,” paper presented at “The Measure and Mismeasure of 

Populations: The Statistical Use of Ethnic and Racial Categories in Multicultural Societies”; international 

conference sponsored by le Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales (CERI), l’Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques and by l’Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques (INED) (December 17-18, 2001)  

 

Speaker, on immigration policy, staff retreat for the Long Term Care Union (Service Employees 

International Union, Local 434B); Big Bear, CA (December 9, 2001) 

 

Participant and rapporteur, “Diversity Within Unity,” conference organized by the Communitarian 

Network; Brussels (November 1-2, 2001) 

 

Speaker, “Counting on the Census?”; Centre d’Etudes de l’Ethnicité et des Migrations (CEDEM), Faculté 
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de Droit-Science Politique, Université de Liège (October 31, 2001) 
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