
Ken I. Kersch 
 

Professor of Political Science 
515 McGuinn Hall 

Boston College 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-3807 

kersch@bc.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 Ph.D., Government, Cornell University (1999) - Chair: Theodore J. Lowi 
 M.A., Government, Cornell University (1997) 
 J.D., cum laude, Order of the Coif, AETICm 

mailto:kersch@bc.edu


! "!

• Sage Foundation Fellowship (Cornell) 
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Joel Parker, Melissa Williams, editors, NOMOS:  American Conservatism (New York: New York 
University Press, 2016): 211-255. 
 
“The Gilded Age Through the Progressive Era,” in Mark Tushnet, Mark Graber, and Sanford Levinson, 
editors, Oxford Handbook on The United States Constitution (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2015): 69-90.  
 
“The Great Refusal:  Liberals and Grand Constitutional Narrative,” Wisconsin Law Review Online (May 
2015). 
 
“The Talking Cure: How Constitutional Argument Drives Constitutional Development," Boston 
University Law Review 94 (May 2014): 1083-1108. 
 
“Systems and Feelings,” in James E. Fleming, editor, NOMOS LIII: Passions and Emotions (New 
York: New York University Press, 2013): 289-303. 
 
“Bringing it All Back Home?” [on Individual Autonomy and Community in James Fleming and Linda 
McClain’s Ordered Liberty], Constitutional Commentary 28 (Fall 2013): 407-419. 
 
“Beyond Originalism:  
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“Justice Breyer’s Mandarin Liberty,” University of Chicago Law Review 73 (Spring 2006): 759-822. 
 
“Everything is Enumerated:  The Developmental Past and Future of an 
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William E. Forbath’s The Anti-Oligarchy Constitution: Reconstructing the Economic Foundations of 
American Democracy (Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University Press, 2022)(April 2022). 
 
“The Messianic Presidency in Conservative Constitutional Thought,” The Constitutionalist (April 30, 
2021). 
 
“Constitutional Arguments, Constitutional Stories,” The University Bookman (February 23, 2020). 
 
“Mapping the Terrain of Conservative Constitutionalism,” Law and Liberty (January 22, 2020). 
 
“The Overlooked Conservative Tradition That Embraces an Executive Like Donald Trump,” The Atlantic
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(2012): 353-354.  
Review of David E. Bernstein, Rehabilitating Lochner: Defending Individual Rights Against Progressive 
Reform (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011), Law and History Review 30 (2012): 635-637. 
Review of Philip Hamburger’s Law and Judicial Duty (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010), 
Journal of Policy History 
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“Mainstream Bias,” Wall Street Journal (January 7, 2006). Re-published as “Mainstream Bias: What 
Sam Alito and Louis Brandeis Have in Common,” OpinionJournal.com (January 9, 2006).  
 
Review of Jeffrey Rosen, The Most Democratic Branch: How the Courts Serve America (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2006) Commentary 112 (October 2006): 70-72.  
  
Review of Ral
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Review of Lee Bollinger and Geoffrey Stone, editors, Eternally Vigilant: Freedom of Speech in the 
Modern Era (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001), The Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 12, 
No. 4 (April 2002): 220-224. 
 
Review of Lisa A. Kloppenberg, Playing it Safe: How the Supreme Court Sidesteps Hard Cases and 
Stunts the Development of the Law (New York: New York University Press, 2001), The Law and 
Politics Book Review, Vol. 11, No. 11 (November 2001): 490-494. 
 



! )!



! *+!

NON-ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
 
Lawyer, Wiley, Rein & Fielding, Washington, D.C. (1991-1993) 
Law Clerk, Wiley, Rein & Fielding, Washington, D.C. (Summer 1990) 
Law Clerk, Butler, Rubin, Newcomer, Saltarelli, Boyd & Krasnow, Chicago, Illinois (Summer 1989) 
Presidential Campaign Staff, Bruce Babbitt for President, Concord, NH (1987-1988) 
Legal Assistant, Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, New York, New York (1986-1987) 
 
DEPARTMENTAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
Founding Director, Clough Center for the Study of Constitutional Democracy, Boston College (2008-
2012); Faculty Advisor: Clough Center Junior Fellows Program; Clough Journal of Constitutional 
Democr
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