
Econffice: 

   Maloney Hall, 342 
Office Hours:   M 10 AM-noon; Wed 10-11 AM or by appt. 
Class Meetings:  T-TH 3:00-4:15 PM; Gasson 307 

 
 
Course Description 

 
This course will help you understand the rationale for many government programs and non-
government organization (NGO) interventions and how to properly determine the extent to 
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Tentative Schedule  
An asterisk (*) denotes an optional reading 

 
August 28: Introduction to Economic Development 
Ray, chapter 1 (Introduction), chapter 2 (Economic Development: Overview). 
* Bardhan, Pranab, 2005, "History, Institutions, and Underdevelopment", Chapter 1 in Scarcity, 

Conflicts and Cooperation: Essays in the Political and Institutional Economics of 
Development, MIT press. 

* UNDP, 2001, “Human development – Past, Present and Future,” Human Development Report, 
Oxford University Press, pp. 9-25. 

* Lindauer, David and Lant Pritchett, 2002, “What’s the Big Idea? The third generation of 
policies for economic growth”, Economica. 3(1), pp 1-28. 

 
August 30: Indicators of Poverty and Inequality 
Schaffner, J.,  2014, “Chapter 5. Poverty, Inequality, and Vulnerability” in Development 

Economics, Wiley, USA.  
United Nations, 2015. Millenium Development Goals Report, 2015, New York. pp. 3-37 only. 
Handout on poverty and inequality indicators 
* Banerjee, Abhijit, and Esther Duflo, 2006, "Economic Lives of the Poor", Journal of Economic 

Perspectives, 21(1): 141-168.   
* https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ 
* World Bank, 2001, “The Nature and Evolution of Poverty,” World Development Report 2000-

2001, Oxford University Press, pp 15-29. 
* Ray, Chapter 8 (Poverty and Undernutrition) and Chapter 6 (Economic Inequality) 
 
September 4 & 6: Econometrics Review: OLS, SEs, Conditional Mean and Omitted Var. Bias 
Wooldridge, J. M., 2013, Chapters 3 and 4 in Introductory Econometrics: A Modern 

Approach (5th edition), Mason, OH: South-Western Cengage Learning.  
 
September 11 & 13:  Introduction to Empirical Policy Analysis 
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Sept. 18 & 20: Econometrics # 1 OLS: Fixed Effects and Difference-in-Difference Approaches 
Wooldridge, J. M., 2013, Chapter 13.2-13.5, 14.1-14.3 in Introductory Econometrics: A 

Modern Approach (5th edition), Mason, OH: South-Western Cengage Learning.  
 
September 25 & 27: Asymmetric Information, Incentives and Capture of Resources 
Platteau, Jean-Philippe, 2003, “Decentralized Development as a Strategy to Reduce 

Poverty?” paper presented at the AFD-EUDN conference, November 13, Paris. 
Reinikka, Ritva, and Jakob Svensson, 2004, “The Power of Information: Evidence from a 

Newspaper Campaign to Reduce Capture of Public Funds”, mimeo, Stockholm 
University. 

Besley, Timothy, Rohini Pande, Lupin Rahman, and Vijayendra Rao, 2004, The Politics of 
Public Good Provision: Evidence from Indian Local Governments, Journal of the 
European Economic Association Papers and Proceedings, 2(2-3): 416-426. 

* http://voxdev.org/topic/health-education/power-information-improving-school-performance 
* Ferraz, Claudio and Fred Finan, 2008, “Exposing Corrupt Politicians: The Effects of Brazil’s 

Publicly Released Audits on Electoral Outcomes.”  
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* The Journal of Economic Literature (June 2010) and the Journal of Economic Perspectives 

(Spring 2010) have special editions dedicated to the controversy over the dominant role 
randomized experiments have gained in policy circles in recent years.  They are 
interesting reads in fleshing out the bounds such experimental approaches can play in 
policy analysis. There is a desire among many leading critics that such experiments 
attempt to identify underlying structural parameters guiding outcomes (not just program 
impacts).  
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November 29: Education 


