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14 PhDs Awarded in May

The 146th Commencement Exercises of Boston Col-
lege were held on Monday, the 22nd of May 2023 on 
the Chestnut Hill campus. Fourteen PhDs in Econom-
ics were conferred in this ceremony. Carter Bryson, 
“Essays in Macroeconomics and Labor Economics” 
(advised by Theodore Papageorgiou and Robert Ul-
bricht); Ilaria D’Angelis, “Essays in Labor Econom-
ics” (Theodore Papageorgiou and Claudia Olivetti); 
Marco Errico, “Essays on International Economics 
and Trade” (Jaromir Nosal); Haydar Evren, “Essays 
on Apportionment Methods for Affirmative Action 
(Utku Unver and Bumin Yenmez); Benjamin Ferri, 
“Essays in Applied Microeconomics” (Donald Cox, 
Christopher Baum and Hanno Foerster); Cristián 
Figueroa Berrios, “Essays on Health Insurance and 
Industrial Organization” (Michael Grubb); Kritika 
Goel, “Essays in Industrial Organization and Health 
Economics” (Charles Murry); Xiaoying Lan, “Essays 
in Econometrics and Finance” (Zhijie Xiao); Sriram 
Natarajan, “Essays in Market Design” (Utku Unver 
and Bumin Yenmez); Vera Sharunova, “Essays in In-
dustrial Organization and Applied Microeconomics” 
(Michael Grubb and Julie Mortimer); Ali Simsek, “Es-
says on Information and Political Economy” (Mehmet 
Ekmekci); Ryan Westphal, “Essays in Industrial 
Organization and Behavioral Economics” (Michael 
Grubb and Lucas Coffman); Shunichi Yoneyama, 
“Essays in Macroeconomics” (Peter Ireland); and 
Zhu Zhu, “The Effects of Online Review Ratings: A 
Case Study of the Hotel Industry” (Michael Grubb). 

 
Six Master of Arts degrees were conferred on
Jorge Batanero Rodriguez, Giada Bozzelli,
Kevin Choi, Shengtao Dai, Tomoaki Mikami, and 
Anirudh Padinjaray Pisharam in the degree cer-
emony for the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. 
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vised by Geoffrey Sanzanebacher, examining the impact 
of registered nurse staffing and vacancies on work sat-
isfaction. In her free time, she enjoys reading, playing 
tennis, and attending tennis tournaments. After gradu-
ation, Catherine hopes to pursue a career in finance or 
analytics before pursuing a graduate degree.

Benjamin Charleston is an Economics major with a 
minor in Biology. Ben is a member of the ski team at 
Boston College, where he has been named an NCAA Ac-
ademic All-American three seasons running. Ben also 
served on the Student Athlete Advisory Committee. In 
his free time, Ben enjoys cycling, running, or “anything 
that gets me outside.” Last summer, Ben interned as a 
sales operations analyst with Ocean Spray Cranberries 
in Boston. He plans to seek employment in a sales devel-
opment, sales operations, or data analytics after gradu-
ation.

Garrett Domaratzky is an Economics major with a mi-
nor in Finance. Garrett is the current treasurer of the 
Boston College History Club and is also an active mem-
ber of the Boston College Committee for Creative Enact-
ments (CCE), a BC comedy group. Garrett’s grandfather 
is from Ukraine and Garrett was an active member in or-
ganizing the BC Rally for Ukraine in the spring of 2021, 
He remains an active member in the Boston area in 


