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as a member of the class of 2028, you are invited  

to enroll in Boston College’s innovative Complex Problem and Enduring 

Question Core courses. These courses are collaboratively taught by two 

faculty members from different fields and are designed to engage students 

in interdisciplinary explorations of topics of critical importance. These 

include areas such as race and representation; economics, law, and health 

policy; social and environmental inequalities; justice and the common 

good; and more.  

Complex Problem and Enduring Question courses extend inquiry beyond 

the classroom to labs, Reflection sessions, conversations with outside 

speakers, and off-campus field trips, creating an intensive shared learning 

experience for both teachers and students. They exemplify Boston College’s 

distinctive approach to Core education by establishing a foundation for 

students’ intellectual development and preparing them to 

become engaged, effective world citizens.

You will have the opportunity to enroll in this spring’s 

Complex Problem and Enduring Question courses 

when you register in November. Both types of 

courses are worth six credits and fulfill up to three 

of the University Core Curriculum requirements. 

For more information, visit bc.edu/complexenduring 



“I loved the community 

that we created 

in and out 

of the classroom.”

Consumer Culture: Past, Present, and the 
Fate of the Planet

SOCY1714 + HIST1717  

Juliet Schor, Sociology

Robin Fleming, History

Ethan Tupelo, Core Fellow

 ▶ Fulfills 1 Social Science + History II

Although we are increasingly aware that our habits 
of consumption affect the environment, it is hard to 
imagine that consuming patterns can be changed. 
In this course, students will learn that practices 
of consumption are both socially and historically 
constructed, that they change dramatically over time, 
and that there are (and always have been) urgent 
moral issues connected to these ways of life. We 
will explore the global, social, and environmental 
dimensions of consumption, studying things like the 
1897 Sears catalog, 1950s television shows, Canada 
Goose jackets, DIY manuals and makerspaces, and 
hippy cookbooks of the 1960s.

This course lecture meets:

• MWF 11–11:50 a.m.

You must select one of the following lab sections 
with your registration:

• M 9–10:15 a.m.

• T 4:30–5:45 p.m.

• Th 4:30–5:45 p.m.

• F 9–10:15 a.m.

Reflections will be held:

• W 6–7:50 p.m.
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The “Other” Americans: Representation and 
Reality in Asian America

HIST1621 + UNAS1729

Arissa Oh, History

Anthony Tran, Communication

Hongyan Yang, Core Fellow

 ▶ Fulfills History II + Arts + Cultural Diversity

Asian American history is American history. It 
is simply not possible to understand why the 
United States looks the way it does today without 
understanding the roles American interactions 
with Asian nations and people have played in the 
development of U.S. society. Despite being key 
figures in immigration, trade, and foreign policies 
and domestic contests around race, class, gender, 
and sexuality, Asians in America are continuously 
(un)seen as the “Other” Americans. This course will 
explore the history and mediated representations of 
Asians in the U.S. to understand how U.S. society 
has constructed Asians in America and how Asian 
Americans have sought to speak for themselves. 
By analyzing primary sources, films, television, and 
digital media—as well as producing their own media 
based on historical materials—students will critically 
engage with U.S. history as both historians and 
media producers to examine the complex ways Asian 
Americans have shaped America itself.

This course lecture meets:

• TTh 12–1:15 p.m.

You must select one of the following lab sections 
with your registration:

• Th 1:30–2:45 p.m.

• Th 3–4:15 p.m.

• F 12–1:15 p.m.

• F 1:30–2:45 p.m.

Reflections will be held:

• M 6\r:�p1>1,g016>1,g016>1,g016>1m91:
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Life, Liberty, and Health: The Economics of 
Healthcare  ECON1702

Life, Liberty, and Health: Policy, Politics, 
and Law  UNAS1702

Tracy Regan, Economics

Mary Ann Chirba, Law School

 ▶ Fulfills 1 Social Science + History II + Cultural 
Diversity

Why is healthcare so interconnected with policy, law, 

and economics?

Recently, health has become a central focus of 
political infighting, public discord, and personal 
worry. Healthcare and health insurance now 
dominate everything from think tanks to Jimmy 
Kimmel Live! Meanwhile, concussions go up, NFL 
ratings go down, drug prices soar, and opioid 
abuse damages individuals, families, the healthcare 
system, and the economy. Such complex issues are 
best understood through interdisciplinary study. 
These paired courses will introduce basic principles 
of economics, law, and public policy through the 
lens of contemporary problems involving enduring 
questions of government authority and individual 
autonomy, morality and ethics, social justice, and 
human rights.

These course lectures meet:

• MW 12–1:15 p.m.

• MW 1:30–2:45 p.m.

Reflections will be held four times during 
the semester:

• M 6–7:50 p.m. 

Imperial Designs: Art and Rivalry in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Frontier  ARTH1110

Imperial Designs: Colonizing History  HIST1723

John Lansdowne, Art History

Elizabeth Shlala, Associate Dean for the Core

 ▶ Fulfills Arts + History I + Cultural Diversity

Who owns the past and its artifacts?

In this course pairing, we will examine the enduring 
ideas of empires and their challengers through the 
present day. These courses interrogate an enduring 
facet of the attitude of the imperial center toward 
places, spaces, and peoples: the impulse to chart, 
divide, name, claim, and portray. Using historical 
maps as our point of departure, we will investigate 
how these imperial impulses, made manifest in 
shifting constructs of ownership and otherness, 
extended beyond physical territories to encompass—
to colonize—bodies and minds. Probing the visual, 
material, and embodied legacies of conquest in 
the Mediterranean context affords insight into the 
borders and boundaries still imposed today. 

These course lectures meet:

• TTh 3–4:15 p.m.

• TTh 4:30–5:45 p.m.

Reflections will be held four times during 
the semester:

• T 6–7:50 p.m.

“The dynamic was truly unlike any other 

compared to my other classes and it 

helped me learn that I was 

in it together with my classmates.”
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Reckoning with Incarceration: Social Perspectives  
COMM2183

Reckoning with Incarceration: Biological 
Perspectives  UNAS1734

Celeste Wells, Communication

Jessica Black, School of Social Work

 ▶ Fulfills 1 Social Science + 1 Natural Science + Cultural 
Diversity

How do stories concerning justice, retribution, and 

rehabilitation shape the physical, mental, and social 

health of individuals?

These paired courses will examine how the universal 
needs of justice and safety are institutionalized by 
legal, social, health, and cultural fields, and how 
victims, perpetrators of crime, and the families of 
both come to understand them. One course will 
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From Charity to Justice: Transforming Approaches 
to Poverty in Political Economy  UNAS1737

From Charity to Justice: Transforming Approaches 
to Poverty in Literature  ENGL1742

Peter Giraudo, Core Fellow

Gayathri Goel, Core Fellow

 ▶ Fulfills 1 Social Science + Literature + Cultural 
Diversity

Why does poverty persist and how can we remedy it?

In an individualistic society such as ours, poverty is 
often framed as a personal failing. In these paired 
courses, however, we will look at some of the systemic 
factors, notably capitalism, as mechanisms that 
create and sustain a poorer class of people. We will 
also consider how poverty complicates narratives of 
markets as fostering progress and individual freedom. 
If freedom for some requires the regimentation 
and exclusion of the many, is it genuine progress? 
By examining enduring accounts of poverty, we 
will explore its origins as a mass phenomenon, 
consequences for civic bonds, and influence on 
political participation. In addition to making poverty 
visible, literary texts will also demystify the complex 
nexus of factors that produce poverty and inhibit 
true progress. Understanding what causes poverty is 
the first step in alleviating the suffering of the poor, 
so that everyone has the right to a life of dignity and 
fulfillment.   

These course lectures meet:

Section 01

• MWF 9–9:50 a.m.

• MWF 10–10:50 a.m.

 OR

Section 02

• MWF 10–10:50 a.m.

• MWF 11–11:50 a.m.

Reflections will be held four times during the 
semester:

• Th 6–7:50 p.m.

“I loved the community 

that we created 

in and out 

of the classroom.”

Disney: American Social Norms and Values  
COMM1701

Disney: Narrative and Myth in American Culture  
ENGL1725

Rita Rosenthal, Communication

Bonnie Rudner, English

 ▶ Fulfills 1 Social Science + Literature

What role do literature and popular culture play in 

shaping our views and decisions about social and 

political matters?

These paired courses investigate different aspects 
of Disney. In one course, students will explore the 
history of folk tales and their movement around the 
world. Source material will include Grimm, Perrault, 
Anderson, and others, and students will focus on 
the ways tales have been altered by Disney for their 
movies. In the other course, students will examine 
how Disney al will in]TJb88Tety's views of acceptable 
and preferable social constructs. By analyzing 
Disney's media and other cultural products, students 
will assess the implications and global impact of 
their persuasive messages.

These course lectures meet:

• MWF 11–11:50 a.m.

• TTh 9–10:15 a.m.

Reflections will be held four times during 
the semester:

• W 6–7:50 p.m.






