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congress, drinan responded, “not much.” 
For his part, cornell thought of drinan as 
“not a nice person. He never smiled.” 

drinan had become a lawyer after his 
Jesuit training, earning both a bachelor’s 
and master’s in law from georgetown 
law school. He was ordained in 1953, 
studied in Florence, italy, for the period of 
tertianship, and in 1955 began his career 
at boston college law school, becoming 
dean in 1956.

Father drinan’s fourteen-year dean-
ship was a period of tremendous growth 
for boston college law school because of 
the initiatives he undertook. He strongly 
believed that lawyers were “the moral 
architects of the nation” and wanted to 
instill that message in his students. He 
took a small local law school and turned 
it into a nationally respected institution, 
one which is known to this day as “Father 
drinan’s law school.” 

it is said that “god works in mysterious 
ways,” and perhaps that was the case with 
drinan. in the late 1960s, he sought the 
presidency of boston college but lost out 
to a safe choice, Father seavey Joyce, sJ, 
the uncharismatic dean of the management 
school. The 1960s and 1970s were also the 
period of the Vietnam war, a war drinan 
felt was immoral. so, when a group of 
peace activists in newton approached him 
about running for congress to represent 
the Third congressional district, he was 
intrigued. 

but the decision would not be his 
alone. He had to get permission from 
Father william guindon, the new eng-
land provincial of the society of Jesus, 
which he did. The secretary general of 
the society of Jesus, then Father pedro 
arrupe, was reluctant to give permission 
because of his belief, not uncommon in 
rome, that clergy should not be involved 
in partisan politics. Father guindon, 
however, wrote a seven-page letter to 
Father arrupe arguing that for rome to 
interfere with an american Jesuit running 
for congress “would appear as ecclesi-
astical interference with the american 
democratic process.” Father guindon 
sought and received the support of other 
Jesuit provincials in the united states. at 
one point, the provincial rejected the idea 
coming from rome that drinan consider 
a “qualified exclaustration,” meaning 
a temporary leave of absence from the 
priesthood, to run for office.   

drinan supporter Vincent o’Keefe, sJ, 
arrupe’s special assistant and former Ford-
ham university president, invited Father 
drinan to rome to meet with Father 
arrupe and explain, in person, the reason 
for his running. Father arrupe conceded, 


