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Chico Colvard’s
cinematic journey into his
family’s heart of darkness

BY JANEWHITEHEAD



CHICODAVID COLVARD’01 is an inde-
pendent filmmaker. It's taken him years
to get used to saying that aloud. But
since his wrenchingly personal first
documentary, Family Affair, premiered
at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival in
January and was acquired by the Oprah
Winfrey Network (OWN), he’s coming
to terms with the label, he said, speak-
ing by telephone from the Somerville
studio where he was making last min-
ute minor edits.

Family Affair tells the story of a
childhood accident and its long after-






