


BY APRIL OTTERBERG '06 

MOST STUDENTS GRADUATING LAW SCHOOL 

aren't lucky enough to land their dream 

job. Some don't even know what their 

dream job would be. But when 
Chiquisha "Keisha" Robinson '05 joins 

the ranks of the prestigious Public 

Defender Service (PDS) in Washington, 

DC, this fall, she'll count herself among 

those lucky few-all the more so because 
of what she overcame to get there. 

Robinson grew up in Boston's tough Dorchester, 
Roxbury, and Mattapan neighborhoods, places publi
cized more often for the numbers of teens they send to 
jail than the numbers they graduate from high school. 
Law school, or even college, wasn't exactly a priority 
for the majority of her peers . 

But Robinson had an advantage she now recognizes 
isn't all that common. In living with her father from the 
age of six, three years after her parents divorced, Robin
son found unwavering support-and the persistent expec
tation that she would get an education. 

"My dad always instilled in me education. That was 
paramount," Robinson says. "He made me feel like edu
cation was my way out. It wasn't an automatic that 
because he was educated, I would be all set. I didn't have 
a trust fund; I didn't have anything to fall back on. I 
couldn't fall back on him, only my education." 

As a high school teacher and athletic coach for Boston 
Public Schools, Barry Robinson could use his own educa
tion as an example for Robinson and her siblings-

< Robinson at the court in Dorchester where she worked as a 
defender in the Law School's public defender clinic. 

from the 

Inner City 
Armed with a law degree, 

Keisha Robinson 

turns powerlessness 

into power 

indeed, he constantly referred to college as the best time of 
his life-but he also knew his daughter's path to an educa
tion wasn't going to be easy. She'd have to pay for college 
herself, for instance. 

"We were poor; we didn't have a lot," we werance. 



Robinson at graduation: The only thing separating her from her clients, she 
says, is an education and opportunity. 

thing," Robinson recalls. "It's the foundation of every major 
change in this country." 

After arriving at BC Law in the fall of 2002, Robinson studied 
the law with the growing recognition of how easily her life could 
have turned out differently. Beginning with a summer position 
after her first year with the housing unit of Greater Boston Legal 
Services, she also discerned how her background meant she 
could easily understand some of the issues her clients were fac
ing-even if they initially were surprised to be dealing with an 
African-American woman from their neighborhood. 

"To come from these same communities and be able to help 
them with their [legal issues) was great for me, " Robinson says. 
"And I think they shared so much more with me and opened up so 
much more to me ... specifically because I could relate." 

Encouraged by her father to value education and prodded by 
her mother to remember that getting an education didn't make her 
better than anyone else, Robinson believes that in reality, very little 
stands between her and the clients she's advised as a Boston Col
lege Defender in the Law School's public defender clinic. 

"The only thing that separates me from my clients is an educa
tion and an opportunity. That's it," Robinson says. "I look like 
you, and 1 come from the same neighborhoods you come from. I 
just was blessed with my dad who raised me and who 1 owe basi
cally everything to." 

That kind of attitude means Robinson takes on her clients' bat
tles as if they were her own. It's also the attitude she believes helps 
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