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Dear Hiring Manager:

I am writing to apply for the role of Research Assistant: Migration, Displacement, and
Humanitarian Policy at the Center for Global Development. I am currently a senior at Boston
College studying Economics and Mathematics. In the fall, I had the opportunity to take an
Economics of Immigration course, focused on migration decisions and their effects on labor
markets, which ignited my interest in the ways migrating populations and policy inform and
affect each other. I hope to bring my past policy-writing experience, analytical skills, and
attention to detail to the Center for Global Development to continue exploring the intersection of
migrating peoples and policy.

My coursework on topics of national and international economic policy has equipped me with
the tools to succeed as a Research Assistant. In my Development Economics and Policy
course, I completed a semester-long project on the South African economy and policy,
culminating in a policy memo draft addressing a pertinent economic problem. I analyzed
qualitative and quantitative data in order to write the memo, which described three
thoroughly-researched potential solutions to decrease high unemployment rates and reduce
tensions among native South Africans and asylum seekers. In my Economics of Immigration
course, I studied current United States human labor trafficking policies and data to suggest a
policy focused on protecting at-risk populations, such as those entering the country under a
temporary work visa. These two projects will provide a strong base for the research and policy
writing required for the Center for Global Development’s multiple large-scale projects.

Additionally, as a gymnastics coach, I have been trained to pay close attention to detail.
Gymnastics is all about maintaining precision and minimizing errors to ensure athlete safety and
maximize routine success. Perfecting my gymnasts’ routines requires a careful and analytical
eye, as even the smallest misstep can disrupt the execution or worse, lead to serious injury. My
ability to quickly identify and fix even the smallest error reflects the quality of my research, and
my meticulousness will help me identify relevant information among data sets to contribute
insightful findings to projects as a Research Assistant and in aiding the mission of CGD.

Thank you for your time and for considering my application. If you have any questions or need
any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at email@bc.edu, or (192)
249-3994.

Sincerely,
First & Last Name




