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Multi-Tiered Systems of Support and Integrated 
Student Support
Comprehensive student support has become increasingly important in education. It 
recognizes the interconnected factors influencing student success and aims to create a 
supportive environment that addresses the diverse strengths and needs of students. Many 
schools are implementing Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) and approaches to 
Integrated Student Support to respond to the complex needs of students. These approaches 
are compatible, but distinct. Since there is common confusion about the similarities and 



Similarities MTSS Integrated Support
Aim To provide differentiated 

supports depending on 
student needs to all, 
some, or a few students

To provide differentiated 
supports to each student 
aligned with their needs, 
strengths, and interests

Intended outcomes Improved student 
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Key takeaways
•	 Integrated student support and MTSS are compatible but distinct.
•	 Integrated student support is a systematic way for schools to enact MTSS.
•	 Integrated student support extends the MTSS framework to include the whole child. In 

addition to attending to academic and social-emotional-behavioral needs, integrated 
support includes support for health and family.
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